YK 94(477)(076)
KHOROSHEYV O.
Ph.D. (historical sciences), associate professor of department of social and
humanitarian disciplines, National University of civil protection of Ukraine.
khan6l@nuczu.edu.ua
Kharkiv, Ukraine
ORGANIZATIONAL ISSUES OF YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS
(LATE 1917 - EARLY 1918)
The article defines the place and the role of the youth in society. The
author refers to the origin of an organizationally outlined youth movement as a
form of expression of the young generation’s social activity. The article deals with
the organizational principles underlying the creation of the youth unions that
existed in Ukraine during the late 1917 — early 1918. It also gives a detailed
analysis of the sources of the national communist youth associations, shows their
connection with the political parties that existed in the republic during the Civil
War as well as describes the reasons which prevented the creation of all-
Ukrainian youth organizations.
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Building independent Ukraine is accompanied by the collapse of the old
political and ideological system and the gradual confirmation of new national
values and priorities. During this period, a new system of socio-political and socio-
economic relations is created, the foundations of civil society are laid down.

Domestic experience shows that construction of a new society is only
possible when young people, who form the most dynamic part of the population,
take an active part in the transformation process. Youth public associations have
become an important factor in attracting young people to participate in social
processes. These associations contribute to the satisfaction of young people’s

social, professional, educational and other needs. Effective activity of youth



associations and increasing their political participation are essential for deepening
democracy.

Youth movement as a form of expression of the young generation’s social
activity 1s the most effective mechanism of interaction between the new
generations and the society. Within the youth movement, a young person does not
only acquire the necessary experience of social life but also self-fulfillment.

Youth movements emerge in the course of socio-economic and socio-
political development of the society. Their content and form of activity largely
reflect the socio-cultural, historical, demographic, political and other specific
features of each country, each individual situation.

Economic and political changes, which are taking place in the modern
Ukrainian society, have affected the younger generation’s activity, accelerated the
formation of the youth movement in its formal and informal manifestation.

All these factors increase the topicality of the research into the nature and
peculiarities of functioning of youth organizations.

Although the study of the Ukrainian youth movement has a long history, the
problem of functioning of youth associations is not adequately investigated.
Ideological stamps, which prevailed in the historical science for a long time,
difficulty that the researchers faced while getting access to the sources kept in
special archive and library stocks did not allow historians to examine and study the
youth movement as an integral unity. Non-komsomol youth associations were
mainly viewed during the Soviet period from the standpoint of their being fought
against by Komsomol organizations and the Ukrainian Bolsheviks Party [1, 7, 10].

Only with the collapse of the old political and ideological system and the
gradual confirmation of democratic principles in the society, favorable conditions
were created for studying the history of the youth movement in Ukraine. Plenty of
works have appeared recently covering individual aspects of contemporary youth
associations and studying the problems of the country’s youth movement [2, 3, 4,
5, 9, 13, 15]. However, researchers focus mainly on modern politological and

sociological youth problems as well as on the determination of the youth’s



participation in the development of modern Ukraine. The problems of the historical
past of the youth movement are considered only fragmentarily; there is no clear
coverage of the historical connection between the youth associations that existed in
the period of 1917 — mid 1920s and modern organizations. The research problem
lies in the fact that today there is no generalizing scientific work where the many-
sided history of the youth movement at all stages of development of Ukraine would
be comprehensively covered.

The above mentioned makes it particularly topical to study the formation
and establishment of the youth movement in post-socialist countries, especially
Ukraine. From this perspective, considerable interest is aroused by the analysis of
historical experience of the formation and activity of independent socio-political
youth organizations that had different political landmarks.

Hence we aim to deepen (on the basis of a complex and objective
analysis) the research of the history of the youth movement during the Civil War
and draw well-grounded conclusions about organizational principles of socio-
political youth organizations during the late 1917 — early 1918 years.

The object of the research includes the organizational principles of
Socialist Working Youth Unions (from now on — SWYU).

The object, the subject and the aim of the article determined the following
objectives: firstly, to highlight the main sources of the formation of the first youth
unions and to analyze the organizational principles of the activity of youth
organizations during the late 1917 — early 1918 years; secondly, to conduct a wider
and deeper research into the organizational activities of youth unions during the
Civil War.

Main part. In October 1917, the Provisional Government was overthrown
and the political power in the country passed to the Bolsheviks. After becoming the
ruling party, the Bolsheviks tried to create a new society — the dictatorship of the
proletariat. They also tried to involve the younger generation of the country,
primarily the proletarian youth, in this process.

The switch of power to the Council of People's Commissars marked a new



stage in the development of the political youth movement. It was greatly affected
by the state-party apparatus that was formed on the class basis. All of its work was
aimed at creating such a system of political power which would provide unlimited
possibilities for the Russian Communist Party (bolsheviks) — RCP (b) — to develop
and strengthen the dictatorship of the proletariat based on the principles of
Bolshevism. With this purpose in mind, the Communist Party tried to control and
influence the youth movement as well as to direct its development to strengthening
the state created by the Party.

The RCP (b) paid special attention to Socialist Working Youth Unions
(from now on — SWYU). They were organized in the period between February and
October 1917 and were under the Bolsheviks’ ideological and political influence.
The Bolsheviks intended to unite the scattered organizations of SWYU and to
create a single organization of young workers. Ukrainian Bolsheviks carried out
their work among young people in the same sector. With their help, the Congress
of Young Workers’ Unions of Donetsk-Kryvyi Rih region was held in Kharkiv on
March 10, 1918 [24, March 10]. Organizations of the largest industrial centers of
the left-bank Ukraine were represented at the congress, including Kharkiv,
Katerynoslav etc. The congress was attended not only by SWYU members, who
adhered to the ideological principles of Bolshevism, but also by other non-
Communist youth organizations. For instance, Katerynoslav was represented at the
congress by the “Mayak” (the “Lighthouse”), “Jewish Working Youth
Organization” (JWYO), “Work and Light”. On the one hand, this showed that the
leaders and organizers of the first youth organizations intended to unite young
people in a single association. On the other hand, this fact proved that the
ideological differences, which occurred between the members of different youth
groups, were not a serious obstacle to their cooperation among the mass of
Ukrainian youth. There was no deadly feud between the SWYU and non-
Communist organizations of the younger generation in the early 1918. Notable
was the desire to compromise in organizing the youth, followed by their

involvement in the process of building a new society.



The congress elected a regional committee of seven people, whose main
task was to create a single youth union. This was the first attempt to unite the
scattered organizations of young workers on the Bolshevist basis.

Further development of this process was prevented by the Civil War. Most
SWYU members, influenced by the Bolsheviks, got actively involved in the armed
struggle on the side of the Soviet authorities. Their being overthrown as a result of
the German occupation hindered the creation of the All-Ukrainian proletarian
youth organization.

What significantly hampered the formation of young workers’ unions was
their isolation from the peasant youth. Indicative in this case is the confession of a
delegate who took part in the 1st Congress of Young Workers’ Unions of Donetsk-
Kryvyi Rih region, “We,” he said at a meeting of old and young Komsomol
members in October 1928, “had no notion at all of what the peasantry was, and
whether peasants supported the revolution. We considered this revolution as the
urban revolution. We had no idea about any relations with the peasantry” [28, Cert.
944. — L.9]. These confessions prove that, on the one hand, the movement of the
younger workers’ generation was isolated from the peasant youth and therefore
could not become widespread in the society where peasants were a major part of
the population. On the other hand, this was an evidence of a suspicious and hostile
attitude to young rural workers.

Another important reason for restricting the development and creation of new
SWYU was the fact that most of these organizations, according to contemporaries,
were neither united enough in terms of organization nor had sufficiently strong
“roots in the labor movement. Young workers did not organize themselves. They
were organized. The unions did not manage to identify the working (in
composition) active core” [28, Cert. 926. — L.171; Cert. 944. — L.5]. Therefore,
under the conditions of the armed struggle, significant organizational problems and
the absence of direct support from the Bolsheviks SWYU ceased their functioning.

National youth unions, created in 1917, influenced by the events of late

1917 — early 1918 were more actively involved in the political processes taking



place in the society. The national youth (students, high-school students, rural
youth) joined the struggle for power and for building a national democratic state in
Ukraine. But its major shortcoming, as well as that of a proletarian Bolshevik
sector, was insignificant organizational unity. Supporters of the national sector of
the republican youth movement were isolated and unrelated organizationally.
Although, judging by the statements of the first Ukrainian historians, they were
numerous. To fully participate in the construction of the national democratic state
and to influence political processes taking place in the republic they had to solve
the problem of creating a single all-Ukrainian youth organization.

Conclusion. During the post-war period (though in difficult conditions), a
student movement developed which originated under the influence of the 1917
events. Student associations appeared everywhere. Their formation was influenced
by the policy of the Bolshevik Party, which sought to create a state-party
mechanism that would control and direct the development of all social aspects.
With this purpose in mind, the Bolsheviks began to pursue the policy on the
division of the youth unions formed in 1917 that were based on ideological and
organizational principles different from those of SWYU. For example, in Kharkiv,
the Union of International Students was created in early 1918 under the influence
of the Bolsheviks and opposing the Socialist Union of students, founded in
October 1917. This union stood on the platform of recognition of the Soviet power
[28, Cert. 925. — L.32]. The objectives of the established student youth
organization included carrying out cultural and educational work among students,
dissemination of the ideas of revolutionary socialism and internationalism, the
organization of the revolutionary struggle for the school democratization [25,
February 25]. Union members can be Students of all educational institutions that
supported the Soviet power could become union members. Similar youth
organizations, but under different names, were set up in many cities of Ukraine.

A large number of students, according to a contemporary and an active
participant of this sector of the youth movement K. Maslov, did not support the

October Revolution, and therefore “the general feeling among the students was not



in favor of the Soviets, the Mensheviks and SR (socialist revolutionary) attitude of
mind dominated” [28, Cert. 934. — L.1]. The students mostly wanted to be out of
politics. On this occasion, one of the participants of the meeting, held by SWYU in
Poltava, wrote, “...There are almost no students who have changed the topic
“Youth and Revolution” for theaters and cinemas. Once again it is necessary to
emphasize students’ political immaturity and backwardness™ [20, Cert. 925. — L.7].
This example demonstrates the existence of different attitudes among students.
Nevertheless, materials of the periodical press in 1918 indicate that organizations
of this sector were rather widespread. For instance, informational articles and
declarations concerning the activity of the Working Students’ Union appeared
quite regularly in the “Drug Narodu” (“People’s Friend”) newspaper in
Oleksandrivsk [23, May 24; May 29; June 7; June 21; July 7]. Overall, this work
was of cultural and educational character. Student organizations of different
regions and cities of Ukraine were not organizationally related to each other.

Thus, the events that took place in 1918 in Ukraine had a deterrent effect on
the development of the youth movement in the country. None of the established
trends was shaped in terms of organization on an all-Ukrainian scale in late 1918 —
early 1919. Therefore, creation of united national youth organizations remained

one of the main objectives.
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IMPOBJIEMHM OPTAHIBAIIIMHOI JIAJIbHOCTI FOHAITBKMUX
OB’€[JHAHDb
(KIHEIb 1917 — ITIOYATOK 1918 PP).
Y pobomi eusznaueni micye ma ponv monodi y cycnintbcmsi. Aemopom

NOSACHIOEMbCSL 3APOONCEHHS OP2AHI3AYTUHO-OKPECIEHO020 MOA00INCHO20 DYXY 5K
dopmu  8un8y COYianbHOI AKMUBHOCMI MOJO0020 NOKONIHHA. Y cmammi
BUCBIMIIOIOMbCS  OP2AHIZAYIUHI NPUHYUNU, HNOKIAOeHI 8 OCHOBHY CHMBOPEHHs
IOHAYbKUX 00’ €oHanb , sAKi 8 nepiood 3 kinysa 1917 - na nouamky 1918 pokie
icnysanu 6 Yxpaiui. 30ilicneno auaniz o0dcepen HOpPMY8aHHI HAYIOHANLHO-
KOMYHICIMUYHUX TOHAYbKUX 00'€OHAHb, NOKA3AHO iX 36’A30K 3 NONIMUYHUMU
napmiamu, wo IiCHy8alu Ha Mmepumopii pecnyoniku 8 poxKu epoMAaosSIHCbKOI GIUHU,
BUSHAYEH] NPUYUHU, SIKI 3A68AHCATU CMBOPEHHIO 3A2ATbHOYKPATHCOKUX MOAOOIHCHUX
opeaHnizayiu.

Knwuoei cnoea: opeanizayitini npunyunu, wonaymeo, Coyiaricmuuna
cninka  pobimuuyoi  monooi (CCPM), napmiunuii pezeps, HAYIOHAIbHO-

KOMYHICMUyHi ioei.





