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ENGLISH AS IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF PROFESSIONAL
HIGHER EDUCATION
Olga Ryzhchenko,
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National University of Civil Protection of Ukraine

It is obvious that English has become one of the main languages of
communication not only in the world but in Ukraine as well. So it is important
to have necessary skills to get and share the information in English. That is why it is
so important to pay special attention to the development of necessary skills of
schoolchildren and students. It goes without saying that without speaking English it
will be almost impossible to become a good specialist in any field which is connected
with the development of our country. And it is even vital in our present situation
when the country is facing such destroying actions on its territory. We will need help
and assistance from foreign countries on our way to peaceful life so we will need
a language of communication known all over the world.

From this point of view it is understandable why English must be one of
the main and even major subjects not only at school but university as well. Our

students as future specialists who will help with rebuilding and restoring the country
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must be able to get access to modern technologies and scientific discoveries in
different fields to use them in their professional life. That is why it would be great
to have some disciplines given in English or at least a comparative analysis of
Ukrainian and the world developments using special terms would be welcomed. It
would give our students the possibility to understand and use foreign knowledge in
their professional life.

We cannot but agree with Ukrainian scientists T. Dudar, T. Sayenko,
M. Radomska and A. Yavtsenyuk, who believe that “it is appropriate to use
the experience of the Scandinavian countries, as well as the Czech Republic and
Switzerland, which offer all master's programs in the country only in English.
Considering the mandatory foreign language exam for all applicants entering master's
programs, this innovation is logical and opens up wide prospects for applicants. Of
course, this will require significant preparatory work by the scientific and
pedagogical staff of domestic higher education institutions, but the efforts will soon
be justified by positive results” (Dudar, 2022). As it is known Ukrainian applicants
having desire to get Master degree in any specialization are obliged to take entrance
exam in English. So it is logical that providing of master's programs in English will
be of great benefit to the future specialists and the whole country as well.

S. Dembitska and O. Kobylianskyi point out that “the current state of education
as a social institution <...> determines the professional success and competitiveness
of young people in the labor market. The competency-based approach to education is
one of the key areas for improving higher education in Ukraine. This approach
contributes to the realization of the concept of humanistic education, provides for
the training of qualified specialists who have not only in-depth knowledge of their
profession, but also are able to navigate in related fields, are ready for continuous
professional development and social and professional mobility” (Dembitska &
Kobylianskyi, 2023). As it was stated by Ukrainian researchers, it is very important
to be a competitive specialist on the labour market because future development of our
country will demand good and qualified specialists who must know English on a high

level.
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Moreover, our government decided to make English an important language of
communication on the territory of Ukraine. And it means that a lot of employees and
officials will have to know it and even prove their knowledge. The President sent
the draft law to the Parliament in November 2023. The purpose of the draft law is
to “increase the level of competitiveness of Ukraine, increase its investment and
tourist attractiveness, expand the use of the English language in public spheres of
social life”, as well as create favorable conditions for its mastery by Ukrainians
(Sokolova, 2023).

According to official statistics, Ukraine rose to 35th place out of 111 countries
in terms of English proficiency. The data is monitored by the EF English Proficiency
Index international rating of English language proficiency (Konovalchuk, 2023). And
it means that around 60-65 % of Ukrainian people are supposed to know English on
the good level. Unfortunately, it is quite disputable, from our point of view, if these
results are really worth relying on. But it does not mean that we should not work for
improving of them. Ukrainian specialists need to know the language on a high level
because the future of our country depends on the level of professional education of
our students. From our point of view, it would be necessary to provide obligatory
level tests for every university graduate as well as every official to prove their true

level of knowledge and spoken skills.
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The implementation of the "service state" idea in Ukraine has achieved
significant successes, but the search for optimal ways to provide public services
related to ensuring the functioning of the fuel and energy complex and the algorithm
of activity of subjects of power is ongoing. The practical implementation of European
standards of service instruments of influence depends on the effectiveness of public
administration in the chosen sphere, the quality of activity of all subjects of public
administration, and the skillful application of forms of public administration provided
for by the current legislation of Ukraine.

Instruments of influence on social relations applied by authorized subjects are
an element of administrative protection of the fuel and energy sector. The
encyclopedic definition of the concept of "instruments" is their interpretation as

means and methods for achieving something. [Busel, 2005, p. 507]. The use of the
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