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Lytvynenko Olha
National University of Civil Protection,
Kharkiv, Ukraine

DEVELOPING LISTENING AND SPEAKING SKILLS WHEREAS
LEARNING THE PROFESSIONAL TERMINOLOGY OF FIREFIGHTING
IN ENGLISH

At the modern stage of the development of all branches of science, there is the
urgent need to reflect the relevant concepts in English is one of the most important
languages of the world community. English language is the official language of a
number of international organizations: European Union, Council of Europe, NATO
and others. The formation and development of terminological vocabulary, the
semantic structure of the terms are in the focus of attention of linguists and specialists
of other related fields. Every science strives to streamline the terminology as much as
possible uses, and having established the correlation between the word and termed
concepts, to achieve maximum accuracy and brevity for each term [6].

Practical classes in the discipline “Foreign language™ are a form of educational
organization that provides an opportunity to apply the acquired theoretical knowledge
in practice, to check and improve the level of the developed written communication
skills when composing professional texts and documents. In the course of work, the
ability to observe, compare, analyze, draw conclusions and generalizations,
independently conduct research, use various types of communication etc. is formed.
At the same time, professional skills and skills of working with various sources of
information are being developed. The ability to communicate using the language of
the profession contributes to the rapid assimilation of special disciplines, and
therefore will increase the efficiency of work. While communicating with each other
in English, the students and the cadets enrich their experience and broaden their
professional abilities.

Traditionally, theoretical knowledge is believed to be of great importance, thus
we have come to the point where our cadets and students have a vast knowledge of
the English grammar whereas the lack of practice is enormous. We suggest to focus
on building the communicative skills around the professional vocabulary, to create
problem situations which are to be solved during the dialogues and discussions to
awaken students’ interest to learning the English language in a professional field. It is
beyond any doubt that even with 3 credits of English (90 hours) the number of 36
classroom hours is not enough to learn a foreign language that is why this curriculum
should be extended and the English language should be taught during the whole
period of study for a bachelor’s degree. It is obvious that learning English only by
accumulating knowledge from textbooks remains passive. The only way to active
knowledge is experience and practice. This way, spoken English will quickly be
brought to the desired level.

Listening is a powerful means of learning a foreign language. This species
speech activity allows to master the sound part of speech, which is studied, its
phonemic component and intonation. Through listening there is an active assimilation
of the lexical structure and its grammar structures. As a result of constant training of



this type of speech activity in students develop logical thinking and the ability to
perform such complex mental operations, such as analysis, synthesis, deduction,
induction, comparison, specification etc.

When developing speaking skills, we should realize that, first of all, no matter
how much one learns spoken English with a teacher, he or she cannot do without
independent practice. Secondly, learning a language is like training in the gym: we
constantly have to pump up our knowledge and bring everything to automaticity.
Until the rules are applied in practice without a hitch, they remain words in the
textbook. Considering an appropriate textbook, it should be noted that the series
“Career Path: Firefighter” [4] can be of great use for both in-class and self-study. The
book contains various texts on professional topics, teaches professional vocabulary
and terminology, offers interesting listening and speaking activities. On the weak
side, there is no attention to the learning of grammar, so it can be suggested to do
separate grammar exercises to match the topics of the syllabus.

In fact, when we speak our native language, we do not think about the form in
which a word should be used and how to say something correctly. Such knowledge is
active. In the passive reserve, we have everything new that we learn and do not
practice often enough. That is why it is important to practice spoken English so that
during communication our students and cadets do not have to think about the
constructions and rules, but completely immerse themselves into the conversation.

An effective technique in classes to attract students and cadets to
communication in the Ukrainian language is to emphasize the discussion for 10-20
minutes during a practical lesson on a certain communicative topic, i.e., along with
the linguistic one, you can offer a topic on the development of coherent speech. This
type of work, in addition to engaging in communication, stimulates the presentation
of information correctly, logically, in accordance with the norms of the Ukrainian
language at all levels. It will be useful to use technical teaching aids, video and audio
clips with illustrative material, online interactive exercises, forums, chats, etc. [2].

The implementation of this form of work is effective in learning professional
terminology, features of professional speech at the grammatical, lexical,
phraseological, and stylistic levels, will free students from unnecessary mechanical
work and help them better understand the educational material.

To be fluent in oral and written forms of professional communication, cadets
and students must have a considerable active vocabulary of professional terminology.
In the era of globalization and informatization of society, a systematic study of issues
of the culture of professional communication in national and international
terminology acquires special importance. In order to form the communicative
competence in the future specialists, it is relevant to study the lexical composition of
the English language, to involve interdisciplinary connections with professional
disciplines.

It is advisable to conduct practical classes in the form of linguistic research of
professional vocabulary using active professional-oriented methods: creative method,
error methods, analysis, testing, etc. A combination of exercises of both a
reproductive nature, which perform an informative function, and creative ones, which
contribute to the active independent use of terminological vocabulary in accordance
with the production situation, is effective. With a free access to the internet sources
[1; 2; 3], the cadets are able to improve their knowledge with the extra-class activities



such as tests, quizzes, and basically reading the professional articles or watching the
videos of firefighters’ training available online in English with subtitles.

It is important to understand that improving spoken English is not just about
learning the language. A foreign language is just a “tool” that will help our students
and cadets to pursue their ambitions in life. The main thing is to understand what they
can achieve by speaking English fluently.

The analysis of an experience of compiling Ukrainian-Foreign Languages and
Foreign Languages-Ukrainian dictionaries of the normalized terminological system,
problems taking place in the process of their compiling as well as the ways of solving
the problems before compiling new firefighting terminology dictionaries is of great
importance [5].

Undoubtedly, the most expedient for the formation of speech professional
competence on the basis of scientific and professional terminology is the use of texts
from the specialty. Small in volume, accessible in content, full of words, stable word
combinations and grammatical constructions characteristic of the language of the
specialty. Only at the level of the text, the learned professional terms appear as a
complete communicative system, suitable for use in certain work situations.

Nowadays, fire terminology belongs to the normalized terminology system:
that 1s, it has been around for a long time functioning in scientific and technical
literature; enclosed dictionaries, other reference literature on this topic; the main
terms are standardized at the state level [5].

Only with such an approach of conducting English language classes in a
professional direction we can be able to raise conscious, communicatively competent
specialists who will be able to achieve personal and professional self-determination
and self-realization in the professional field.
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