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TESTS AS AN EFFECTIVE MEANS OF TEACHING ENGLISH
The format of modern education involves the use of completely new methods and forms of learning, which are focused on qualitatively new results of knowledge acquisition. The constant flow of new information forces modern specialists to follow new developments in various fields, be it medicine, computer technology or even agriculture. And this means that during education, you need to focus on the improvement of practical skills, which in the future will allow you to improve yourself and grow in a professional direction constantly.

If we talk about the need for high-quality mastery of a foreign language, then the expediency of this process should not be doubted: Ukrainian specialists must have free access to the scientific, theoretical and practical assets of foreign specialists in order to be able to use them in their own work. This is where the question arises: how can students of higher educational institutions be most effectively involved in the process of understanding information in a foreign language? What tools can be used so that a Ukrainian specialist understands a foreign language text?

As indicated by S.S. Plamada and I.V. Sapozhnyk, “incorrect organization of knowledge control can become one of the reasons for the decline in the quality of education. In order to avoid this and to reform the content of education, firstly, it is necessary to improve the assessment system and modernize the diagnosis of student learning. It is necessary to ensure control and evaluation of not only the result, but also the learning process, which will contribute to the search for operational, objective forms and methods of knowledge verification” [3, p. 49].
Moreover, as rightly stated in the work of I.A. Kolesnik, “to ensure the proper quality of student education, it is necessary to create valid (from the English valid ‑ suitable) test tasks, which requires a high level of knowledge of the subject by the teacher, his or her ability to think logically, correctly formulate thoughts and submit test tasks, as well as correctly compose answer distractors , because the use of the longest answer or such options as “all answers are correct” encourages students to choose them” [2, p. 84].
High-quality foreign language training of specialists in the field of civil protection is the key to effective protection of the population and the territory of the entire country from emergency situations. The experience of foreign language specialists helps in improving qualifications and mastering new technologies. To familiarize yourself with this experience, you need to know professional terms in a foreign language and have some experience in processing professional publications. We offer an algorithm for preparing students of higher educational institutions majoring in “Fire Safety” to understand specialized foreign language texts.

First of all, we would like to note that at the current stage of the training of specialists, we have a number of educational materials and textbooks for mastering certain skills. In our opinion, the Career Paths educational series of Express Publishing is quite effective. The training set (textbook and audio) “Firefighter” by Virginia Evans, Janie Dooley and Matthew Williams (2016) can be a good start for training fire safety professionals. This complex consists of 3 parts of different levels ‑ from Elementary to Intermediate. Each topic offers tasks for the development of reading, listening, speaking and writing skills (Reading, Vocabulary, Listening, Speaking, Writing blocks). Mastering this material effectively helps at the initial stage of preparing for the tests. Students of higher educational institutions familiarize themselves with the vocabulary of the topic, work through a small text, do exercises to learn and consolidate vocabulary material.

The use of the test form is appropriate not only at the stage of final control, but also during the acquisition of new vocabulary by topic. Different types and forms of test tasks allow developing skills not only in reading and writing, but also in listening. Test tasks are effective assistants during training, because the repetition system is designed for effective memorization. Moreover, they can be used both in the classroom and during independent work, which allows remembering a larger amount of necessary information. It is necessary to understand that test tasks are not only means of control, but also means of effective memorization training, because they require not only knowledge, but also attention. Moreover, test tasks develop logical thinking and the ability to make certain observations. That is, in fact, the range of use of test tasks is much wider, which should be paid special attention.

But more detailed research is needed, aimed at the development of effective test tasks that would help students in the most effective memorization of terms and other lexical units, as well as test tasks-trainers of the main grammatical models that are widely used in various speech styles.
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