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DISTANCE-EDUCATION IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING 
Distance learning for teaching second and foreign languages has only 

recently attracted the attention of specialists, in response to student demand for: 
greater scheduling flexibility unconstrained by time and place, and increased 
access to the less commonly taught languages. The profile of today's student 
increasingly points to someone who has already entered the work force, but still 
needs continuing education. This type of student is very busy with school, work, 
and maybe a family. While work and family needs tend to be relatively 
inflexible, school schedules constitute the only component that can be readily 
modified.  

A measure of the increase in distance language learning in the UK can be 

German and Spanish has grown. In just over a decade, since they were first 
offered, numbers have increased to around 7000 students per year.  

Most distance education providers employ tutors (often on a part-time 
basis) to support learners as they study, to assess their work and give feedback 
on progress [2, p.147]. In the case of languages, these tutors are likely to have 
gained their experience and teaching skills by working in classroom 


